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The Environmental Quality Board 

• Governor’s office
• Five citizen members
• Board of Soil and Water Resources
• Department of Administration
• Department of Agriculture
• Department of Commerce
• Department of Employment and 

Economic Development
• Department of Health
• Department of Natural Resources
• Department of Transportation
• Metropolitan Council
• Pollution Control Agency



What’s Our Role?
The Environmental Quality Board facilitates strategic interaction of 

multiple state agencies, stewards environmental review processes that 
cross domains and jurisdictions, and provides forums for the public to 

engage in policy making processes. 

What’s The Problem?
The legislature of the state of Minnesota finds that problems related to 
the environment often encompass the responsibilities of several state 

agencies and that solutions to these environmental problems require the 
interaction of these agencies. The legislature also finds that further 
debate concerning population, economic and technological growth 

should be encouraged so that the consequences and causes of 
alternative decisions can be better known and understood by the public 

and its government.
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EQB Mandate
103A, 103B, 116C, 

116D, 116G

Inputs

• Executive Orders:  
11-32, 16-07

• Board 
Members/Agency 
Heads

• Citizen Members
• Citizen Requests
• Agency concerns
• Human resources
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Strategies

Customer Service: 
guidance documents, 
training

Measurement and 
Accountability: monitor 
trends and gauge 
effectiveness

Continuous 
Improvement

Educate and 
Advise: Publish 
reports and 
analyses, focus on 
economics

Coordinate: 
Facilitate state 
activities across 
all levels of state 
government, 
build partnerships 
with non-EQB 
agencies

Convene: build 
mutual 
understanding, 
collaborate on 
solutions

Inform: 
Produce 
reports on key 
issues
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Activities
Continuous 
Improvement: 
Streamlining

Data Collection

RulemakingCSEO

Pollinator EO

SSTAT

Pipeline Team

2015 Water 
Report

Environmental 
Congress

Monthly 
Public 
Meetings

Stakeholder 
Outreach:  
Special 
Projects



Completed Environmental Reviews, 2016
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• 46 Environmental 
Assessment 
Worksheets

• 9 Citizen Petitions

• 5 Environmental 
Impact Statements

• 4 Alternative Urban 
Areawide Reviews

Data Collected: January 1, 2016 – September 30, 2016



Timeliness of EAWs, 2016
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Timeliness of State EAWs

Timeliness of Joint State and Federal EA-EAWs*

Data Collected: January 1, 2016 – September 30, 2016

Data Collected: January 1, 2016 – September 30, 2016



Completed Environmental Reviews, 2016
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Data Collected: January 1, 2016 – September 30, 2016



Environmental Review:
Continuous Improvement
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2014 2015 2016 2017
• Paper/email 

Monitor
submissions

• Limited ER 
data and 
reporting 

• Electronic 
Monitor
submission 
form

• Year end RGU 
survey

• Improved ER 
data collection

• Rulemaking –
Request for 
Comments

• New surveys 
for project 
proposers and 
citizens

• Refine pilot 
surveys

• Report ER data 
to Board

• Rulemaking -
Completed

• Weekly 
Monitor 
publication

• Real-time 
surveys of 
RGUs and 
citizens

• Expanded ER 
data collection 
and reporting

• Rulemaking –
In process



• Environmental Review Efficiency/Streamlining

– Laws of Minnesota for 2012, Chapter 150, Article 2, 
Section 3
• 2012/2013 Mandatory Categories Report

– 2015 Special Session Law, Chapter 4, Article 3, Section 2 

Mandatory Categories Rulemaking-

• Rule amendments to categories in 1982, 1986, 1988, 
1997, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2007 and 2010

• Majority of the EAW and EIS mandatory categories 
created in the 1980’s



ER: Unresolved Issues

• Timeliness and costs

• Health Impacts and Environmental Review

– Pending petition: HIA/HRA for nonferrous mining

• Climate Change: Category or Potential Impact 
to Analyze?

• Pipeline Rules: Alternative Review vs. EIS

• Environmental Justice: Does the current 
model enable broad participation?



Interagency Collaboration:
Executive Order 16-07

• Directs statewide action for 
MDA, EQB, DNR, BWSR, 
MnDOT, and Administration

• Establishes Interagency 
Pollinator Protection Team 
(IPPT)

• Creates Governor’s 
Committee on Pollinator 
Protection (GCPP)



Pollinator Report

• The Interagency Pollinator 
Protection Team shall 
develop statewide 
pollinator goals and 
metrics and report on the 
progress toward those 
goals in a report to the 
EQB by December 1 of 
each year. The report shall 
include recommendations 
for pollinator policy, 
research needs, and 
budget recommendations

MDA

DNR; photo by Deborah Rose

BWSR 
MPCA



Governor’s Committee on Pollinator 
Protection

• 15 member committee, more than 80+ applicants to date

• Members will have relevant experience in agriculture, 
conservation, education, academia, or local government

• First meeting in December (pending appointments)

• Will have a chance to review the IPPT report before its 
publication

• Help agencies engage Minnesotans, raise public awareness of 
pollinator issues

• Identify and support opportunities for local and public-private 
partnerships while promoting collaboration across the state 
on pollinator protection efforts



Climate Solutions and Economic 
Opportunities: CSEO



Where Do Our Emissions Come From?









Public Engagement

@MnEQB

Minnesota Environmental 
Quality Board

Environmental Congress: February 3, U of MN St Paul 
Campus Continuing Education Center



Outcomes

Minnesota citizens are engaged and informed about 
environmental issues and proposed development, 
and can shape the development of policies and 
programs

The state plans and develops broad-based policies 
to address environmental concerns that cut across 
jurisdictional boundaries

State government holds itself accountable to 
broader civic engagement and environmental 
outcomes 



Thank you!


