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Safe Drinking Water Act 

 

• Cooperative Federalism 

• Feds set requirements/standards 

• States implement and enforce 

 

 



SDWA – Who’s Covered? (§ 1411) 

• Public Water Systems 

• Water systems providing water for human consumption to at 

least 15 service connections or at least 25 people 

• System Types 

• Community Water Systems 

• E.g., Minneapolis WTDS 

• Non-Transient Non-Community Water Systems 

• E.g., School with own well 

• Transient Non-Community Water Systems 

• E.g., Campground 

• Who’s NOT Covered? 
• Private wells; bottled water 



Ground water and surface water are 

drinking water sources 



SDWA – Standards (§ 1417) 

• Primary Drinking Water Regulations (“primary 

standards”) 

• Contaminants 

• Microorganisms, radionuclides, organic chemicals, inorganic 

chemicals, disinfectants… 

• EPA regulates if Administrator finds 

• Possible adverse health effects 

• Occurs in public water system at levels and frequency to 

cause public health concern, and 

• Meaningful opportunity for health risk reduction 

• Contaminant Candidate List 



How Standards Are Set (§ 1417) 

• Maximum contaminant level goal (MCLG) 

 

• Maximum contaminant level (MCL) 

 

• Reviewed every 6 years 





State Primacy 

• States and tribes may assume oversight and enforcement 

responsibility (§ 1413) 

• Adopt rules at least as stringent as federal regulations 

• Adequate enforcement procedures (monitoring and 

inspection) 

• Authority for administrative penalties 

• Inventories of water systems 

• Records and compliance data 

• Report to EPA 



Enforcement 

• Monitoring results reported 

• Public water system  states  EPA 

• State and federal administrative enforcement authorized 
(§ 1414) 

• Customer notification of violations required (§ 1414) 

• Citizen Suits (§ 1449) 

• Judicial Review of Standards (§ 1448) 

 

 

 





Other SDWA Programs 

• Lead (§ 1417) 

• Groundwater protection – Underground Injection Controls 
(§ 1421) 

• Source Water Assessments (§ 1453) 

• Vulnerability and Emergency Response (§ 1433) 

 

 

 

 




